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An 1890’s summer on
Simonton Lake
-1890’s photo on page 10 and text below
is reprinted from a newspaper article pub-
lished on August 16th, 1987, supplied by
Brad Pletcher.

Breaking away at the "Old Yanks
Tavern" for this group of friends shows
that people haven't changed when it

comes to water and fun times.  This 1890’s
photo was submitted to Good Ole Days by
Mrs. Russell Oakes, 215 N. Michigan. She
said this was the only cottage located on
the south side of Simonton Lake at the
time and the picture was taken before her
mother and father were married in 1898.
Obviously ready for some fishing, food and
good spirits are Charles Cracknell and
“buster” Martin (fourth and fifth from the
left), and E.D.E. “Ed” Melcher (at far right),
father of Mrs. Oakes.

See SSimonton/pg.10 
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Special Points of Interest
� Veterans’ Service Scheduled � Lake Environment

� “Bugeye”, a Long Time Resident � T-shirts for sale

- by Amy Matherly

Well, it’s definitely fall. I
know it’s a beautiful
season.  The trees

are on fire—reds, oranges, yel-

lows.  The little lake has turned
into a mirror.  Breathtaking!
The water has resumed being
the domain of fish and fowl.  

See LLife/pg. 8 
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Photo provided by Diane Marlow



M
igratory Loon

s of
Sim

on
ton

 Lake 
- by Lisa K

im
e, Licensed W

ildlife
R

ehabilitator

Y
ou w

ould think there w
ould be plenty

of "Loons" on Sim
onton Lake.  B

ut
m

ost H
oosiers seldom

 see the
Com

m
on Loon.  O

nly people w
ho live near

the larger bodies of w
ater in the state have

m
uch opportunity to observe this bird.

And, since it is usually silent except in nest-
ing season and does not currently nest in
Indiana, there is little likelihood of our hearing its m

em
orable w

ailing calls.
There isn't a great deal of inform

ation regarding the Com
m

on Loon (G
avia Im

m
er),in relation to Sim

onton Lake
and N

orthern Indiana and the lakes of low
er M

ichigan.  The appearance of a Com
m

on Loon is one of a large duck or
sm

all goose.  Its plum
age is m

ostly black and w
hite w

ith som
e grey intertw

ined.  All
species have spear shaped bills m

ade to dive for fish.   

See LLoons/pg. 16
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Treasurer's Corner

B
elow

 is a brief financial update on the association (as of 10
/2

0
/2

0
0

8
):

Erin H
arding, Treasurer

eharding@
nd.edu

Cell:  31
2

-771
-6

3
97

Item
M

em
bership D

ues 
Advertising
O

ther (e.g., T-shirt sales, carryover, donations)

Total G
ross R

evenue

Cost of G
oods Sold (T-shirts)

Total G
ross Profit

B
oard of D

irectors (e.g., G
eneral m

eeting expenses)
M

em
bership / O

utreach
N

ew
sletter / W

ebsite

Total Expenses

N
et Position as of O

ctober 2
0

, 2
0

0
8

Subtotal
$

4
,5

4
0

.0
0

3
,5

37.0
0

1,14
6

.37

$
10

4
.6

9

10
0

.9
0

5
2

.21
7

8
6

.7
9

Total

$
9

,2
2

3
.3

7

$
9

,1
1

8
.6

8

$
9

3
9

.9
0

$
8

,1
7

8
.7

8

N
O

T
E

S
 F

R
O

M
 T

H
E

 B
O

A
R

D

Let us rem
em

ber the sacrifice of our lake area veterans
on Veteran’s D

ay, N
ovem

ber 1
1

th, 2
0

0
8

.

Association’s 1st G
eneral M

eeting
Septem

ber 4, 2008

T
he first G

eneral M
eeting of the Sim

onton Lake Area
H

om
eow

ners’ Association w
as held Septem

ber 4
th.

Attendance w
as in excess of 10

0
 residents/m

em
-

bers.Captain Sean H
olm

es w
ith the Elkhart County

Sheriff’s departm
ent w

as a guest speaker and addressed
the Association on Com

m
unity Policing.  In hopes to

expand the Sheriff departm
ent’s resources, Com

m
unity

Policing
started about three to four years ago.  W

ith
hopes of recruiting neighborhoods and associations, such
as ours, an officer is assigned to the area as a liaison to
filter calls, em

ails, reports, etc., as a direct line of com
-

m
unication.  Focus patrols are then assigned to the area

of concern.  Currently there are over 2
5

 neighborhoods
participating in the Com

m
unity Policing efforts in Elkhart

County.   Corporal Casey Lehm
an has been assigned to

the Sim
onton Lake Area H

om
eow

ner’s Association as our

liaison.  Captain H
olm

es closed w
ith, “it is the responsibil-

ity of the residents to w
atch out for each other and to be

aw
are of their neighborhoods-to know

 w
hat is norm

al,
w

hat is suspicious and to report suspicious activity.  It is
our right to feel com

fortable and safe in our hom
es and

in our neighborhood.”  Contact inform
ation w

ill be m
ade

available on the w
ebsite.

B
ob Evans addressed the m

em
bership on the W

eir
Project.  See the latest update on page 13

.
R

eports from
 each of the four com

m
ittees can be

found on page 6
. R

ead about the Lake Environm
ent

Com
m

ittee discussion of a w
atershed diagnostic study

and an aquatic plant m
anagem

ent plan being consid-
ered.The next m

eeting is scheduled for M
ay 2

0
0

9
 and w

ill
serve as the Association’s Annual M

eeting.

Please visit the w
ebsite to read the M

eeting N
otes in

their entirety.

Subm
itted by:  Connie Anderson, Secretary
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M
em

bership/O
utreach Com

m
ittee

T
he com

m
ittee is selling sharp-looking

T-shirts w
ith

the Sim
onton Lake Area H

om
eow

ners’ Assoc.
logo on them

, for $
10

.0
0

 a shirt.  If you are inter-
ested in purchasing one,  please contact  Sue W

ard,
5

0
9

5
9

 Tw
ilight D

rive, 574
-2

0
6

-0
4

5
0

.  The area reps
are filtering questions from

 residents to the perspec-
tive com

m
ittees, so they w

ill have a unified voice w
ith-

in the Association.  The O
utreach Com

m
ittee is looking

to w
elcom

e new
 residents to the area and are hoping

to put together a W
elcom

e Package.  They are also col-
lecting ideas for additional clubs and activities.

Lake Safety Com
m

ittee

T
he Law

 Enforcem
ent Com

m
ittee m

et at R
odger

Anderson’s hom
e on August 2

5
th.  The com

m
it-

tee agreed to better identify the focus and to
serve the Association, the nam

e should be changed to
Lake Safety Com

m
ittee.  All m

em
bers agreed and the

new
 nam

e w
as subm

itted to the B
oard.  The com

m
it-

tee w
ill continue to w

ork on obtaining signage for the

public access.  Contact w
ill be m

ade w
ith the

assigned officer, Corporal Sean H
olm

es, to begin
facilitating the “com

m
unity policing” efforts.  N

ext
m

eeting date to be determ
ined based on need and

agenda.

N
ew

sletter/W
ebsite Com

m
ittee

T
he com

m
ittee m

et on O
ctober 8

th to finalize
the N

ovem
ber issue and plan for the one com

-
ing out February 1

st.  W
e are excited to have

received som
e m

aterial for the new
sletter from

 area
residents. The new

sletter is for and about the com
-

m
unity and w

e w
elcom

e your input, suggestions,
photos and stories.

W
e discussed our new

 “color” cover for the
new

sletter, thanks to M
ike Sm

ith (lake resident),
from

 G
raphics G

roup.  W
e are encouraging people to

visit our w
ebsite and join the FFall Photo Contest,

contribute a recipe to the RR
ecipes on the Lake, and

keep up w
ith the latest LLake Alerts. The com

m
ittee

tossed around m
any excellent ideas for future

issues.  B
e prepared for som

e exciting and interest-
ing topics com

ing up in the new
 year.

Visit us at w
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org .

Lake Environm
ent Com

m
ittee

- by Lisa K
im

e

F
irst and forem

ost, w
e need to protect and pre-

serve our lake and the entire Sim
onton Lake Area

H
om

e O
w

ners’ defined boundaries.   The Lake
Environm

ent Com
m

ittee has tackled its first task
together.  W

e w
ould like to focus on our lake and its

w
atershed, beginning w

ith the aquatic plant life.  The
w

atershed issues affect all hom
es and the safety and

condition of our drinking w
ater.  Secondly, recycling

proposals are being obtained for leaves and recy-
clables.  O

ur com
m

ittee agreed that in order to accom
-

plish the aforem
entioned, w

e are considering propos-
als from

 the J.F. N
ew

 Com
pany, for a w

atershed diag-
nostic study and an aquatic plant m

anagem
ent plan.

K
eep in m

ind the study m
ay take several m

onths to
com

plete follow
ing the natural cycle of our lake.

Proposals for recycling in our neighborhoods and leaf
pick up are being established w

ith our State
R

epresentative, Tim
 N

eese, through the Elkhart
R

ecycling Initiative.
A lake diagnostic study does require a substantial

am
ount of m

oney.  G
ood new

s for our association and
our lake, there are state grants and funds available.  

w
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org

C
O

M
M

I
T

T
E

E
 R

E
P

O
R

T
S

1
. Tim

 and Phyllis N
usbaum

2
6

4
-0

9
6

5
2

.Ann and Jerry B
roderick  

2
6

4
-13

31
John and Pat B

row
n

2
6

4
-2

2
5

8
K

en and Sue W
ard  

2
0

6
-0

4
5

0
3

.Susie B
roderick   

2
6

2
-0

818
4

.Jon H
art  

2
6

2
-14

0
4

R
andy H

off  
2

6
2

-3
4

3
2

5
.B

ob M
eyers  

6
7

5
-0

97
0

Cindy N
ickell  

2
6

2
-310

5
6

.D
ave B

row
n  

2
6

6
-018

8
7

.Jack G
riffith  

2
6

4
-5

4
6

0
D

ave VanZile  
2

6
4

-5
2

01
8

.(R
epresentative needed)   

Area R
epresentatives

-your delegates for neighborhood concerns

See CCom
m

ittees/pg. 16

w
w

w
.sim
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Those sw
ans aren’t very friendly.  B

ut on a clear day
w

hen they float by and the w
ater is a cold blue w

ith the
trees as a backdrop—

w
ell, it’s picture perfect.  O

n a day
after Labor D

ay w
hen it w

as especially calm
 I w

ondered if
this w

as how
 the lake looked back w

hen it w
as just part

of M
r. Sim

onton’s farm
.  B

ut then a speedboat roared
past, a neighbor fired up his leaf blow

er and the beagles
began barking at a squirrel w

ho taunts them
 from

 our
m

aple tree.  B
ack to reality.

You know
 m

y problem
 w

ith fall?  It m
eans perm

a-
cloud is com

ing.  After the new
 year begins it seem

s like
a season of G

R
AY.  It’s dark w

hen I leave for school and
dark w

hen I com
e hom

e.  W
hen it isn’t dark, it’s gray.

G
R

AY!  G
R

AY!  G
R

AY!  It is am
azing how

 m
any gray days

w
e have in a row

.  M
aybe w

e should advertise it in those
Indiana tourism

 brochures.  “W
elcom

e to Indiana, hom
e

of friendly people, beautiful country, sparkling lakes and
eight to ten w

eeks of gray skies.”  W
ell, m

aybe not.  I’m
envious of those of you w

ho can go south for part of the
w

inter.  M
aybe som

e of you m
iss the gray skies.  Say, w

e
could take daily pictures and em

ail you.  M
aybe I’ll put a

plant light on m
yself.

O
K

 folks, this is our third new
sletter and I’m

 not get-
ting any new

s.  You know
, w

eddings, new
 neighbors,

births, engagem
ents.  W

e don’t w
ant to pry but w

e’d like
to celebrate w

ith you.
I m

ean it’s not just every day that
your uncle gets out of prison or your cousin conquers the
heartbreak of psoriasis.  H

ere’s w
hat I do have:

Long tim
e lake residents DD

ick and R
uth Lam

brighthave
decided to sell their hom

e on N
orth Shore and dow

nsize.
The Lam

brights bought the old W
arner property (D

r.
and Fran) and built their hom

e in the early 9
0

’s  W
e’ll

m
iss them

.  They w
ere good neighbors. . . 

Chad W
inchester and EErin N

ickellw
ere m

arried at
W

inding W
aters B

rethren Church on O
ct. 11.  Parents of

the bride are VVaughn and Cindy N
ickell(B

ig Lake). . . 

The old sw
am

p w
illow

 in VViola Thorpe’s
yard began to

lean after all that rain w
e had in Septem

ber.  (B
y our rain

gauge it w
as 11

 inches.)  The tree had alw
ays leaned a

bit tow
ards the shoreline.  B

y Sunday of that rainy w
eek-

end the roots near the house began to protrude through
the grass.  R

ight aw
ay boats and piers w

ere m
oved in

preparation for the fall.  B
ut, the tree’s still standing.

B
rud Thorpe, Viola’s son, is planning to take the tree

dow
n this w

inter.  Folks tell m
e there used to be sw

am
p

w
illow

s all along the shoreline on the north side.  W
e

found the stum
p of one big old tree w

hen w
e put in our

seaw
all years ago.  Another one laid in the lake w

here it

had fallen som
e tim

e before w
e m

oved into our house in
19

8
2

.  W
hen w

e cleared the lot six years ago the tree
w

as still living. . . 

Freda B
askerville

a long tim
e resident on N

orth Shore
celebrated her 9

0
th birthday recently.  Congratulations,

Freda. . . 

K
atie U

lery, daughter of JJim
 U

lery
(B

ig Lake) w
ill be m

ar-
ried to Jason B

arhydt at St. Paul’s U
nited M

ethodist
Church in Elkhart next M

ay. 

Let m
e tell you about m

y uncle, John K
roh.  John

passed aw
ay on Septem

ber 1
 after a battle w

ith cancer.
H

e w
as 7

5
.  The older I get the younger that sounds.  H

e
grew

 up in Syracuse, Indiana and played basketball for
Syracuse H

igh School (now
 part of W

aw
asee H

igh
School).  John got his pharm

acy degree from
 Purdue,

served in the U
.S. N

avy and then returned w
ith his bride,

G
ail, to live in Syracuse.  H

e w
orked for his father, m

y
grandfather, Charles (Jim

) K
roh at Thornburg’s D

rugs in
Syracuse and N

orth W
ebster.  

W
hen G

randpa passed aw
ay he bought the stores.  About

15
 years or so ago he sold the stores and m

oved to
Florida.

L
I

F
E

 O
N

 T
H

E
 L

A
K

E
Life
from

 page 1

See UU
ncle John/pg. 13
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Also, Fred M
elcher (leaning

out the cottage w
indow

 and
brother of Ed), and L.G

.
Pancost (second from

 right).
Ed M

elcher w
as an engineer

w
ith the N

ew
 York Central

railroad at the tim
e.  She

said the cottage w
as ow

ned
by Charles M

elcher, w
ho w

as
uncle to her father. N

am
es of

others in the picture include
E. Pencost, P. Pendall, Adam
Tickert, B

. Isenbice, and W
ill

Specht. The four-m
ile trip to

the lake w
as som

ething of an
expedition in a “dem

ocrat”
w

agon draw
n by O

ld D
obbin

and his m
ate.  The rew

ard for a long trip w
as blue gills, perch and an occasional pickerel.  M

artin w
as w

ell know
n in

later years as an organizer of the G
range m

ovem
ent.  A tall tale from

 this picture of the past is that it w
as a sizzling

hot day and at least one of the three bottles sitting atop the nail keg exploded m
om

ents after the picture w
as taken.

Brad’s w
ife, D

eb, received the picture from
 her m

om
 and dad, the late W

ayne &
 Corabelle Replogle, 

w
ho lived on M

aplew
ood D

rive.

Sim
onton

from
 page 1

w
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org
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r D
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0
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n
d
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v
e
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0
 p

e
r h
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h
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 p
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n

o
ra

ry
 M

e
m

b
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h
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n
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e
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b
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 d

ire
c
to

ry
 s

e
n
t to

m
e
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r p

e
rm

is
s
io

n
.  

A
d
d
re

s
s

P
h
o
n
e

E
m

a
il



Pa
g

e
 1

2
N

ovem
ber

2008



N
o

ve
m

b
e

r
2

0
0

8
Pa

g
e

 1
3

O
K

 folks, this is our third new
sletter and I’m

 not get-
ting any new

s.  You know
, w

eddings, new
 neighbors,

births, engagem
ents.  W

e don’t w
ant to pry but w

e’d like
to celebrate w

ith you.

D
ick and R

uth Lam
bright

Erin N
ickell

Vaughn and Cindy N
ickell

Viola Thorpe’s

Freda B
askerville

Jim
 U

lery

N
ow

 you m
ight think—

w
hy is she including this in

“Life on the Lake”?  B
e patient.  I’m

 getting there. John
lived on Syracuse Lake.  H

e taught about living on a lake.
I know

 you understand that.  It’s a unique experience,
one that m

any folks don’t understand or w
ill never have

the opportunity to know
.  And there’s a responsibility, a

shared responsibility to keep your lake a healthy, safe
place, to m

aintain its beauty and w
ildlife and provide us,

the caretakers of the lake, w
ith a place of enjoym

ent.
John headed up the Syracuse 4

th of July firew
orks for

m
any  years.  H

e w
as a one m

an cam
paign: fund raising,

hiring the com
pany, designing the show

.  There w
as

alw
ays a party at John and G

ail’s on the Fourth.  H
e w

as
a great skier him

self and taught his three sons to w
ater

ski.  H
e never m

et a stranger but if you cheated or lied or
hurt a fam

ily m
em

ber you w
anted to stay clear of big

John.  
John stood 6

’5
”.  H

e actually tried out for the basket-
ball team

 at Purdue and m
ade it to the final cut.  H

e w
as

rarely sick and could w
ork all day and party until 2

 a.m
.

and do it all again the follow
ing day.  Then there cam

e
the cancer.  It w

as a bad kind, not m
any survivors.  B

ut
surely, w

e thought, he w
ould beat it.  H

e didn’t.  In M
ay

his doctors told him
, “If there’s anything you w

ant to do,
do it now

.”  So, he and G
ail cam

e hom
e.  John had 5

brothers and sisters.  M
y m

other and the other siblings
never sold G

randm
a’s house after she passed.  W

hen her
brothers and sisters com

e hom
e to visit and spend tim

e
at the lake, they stay there.  That’s w

here they gathered,
around G

randm
a’s big kitchen table, the table w

here w
e

cousins spent so m
any Thanksgivings and Christm

as din-
ners.  They had lunch together and talked.  They took pic-

tures.  John w
as in a w

heel chair.  H
e didn’t look like

John.  H
e looked like G

randm
a.

There w
as a m

em
orial service in Florida.  And then,

the last Saturday in Septem
ber they brought him

 hom
e to

stay.  You know
 how

 you can tell that you’ve done life
w

ell?  W
hen the church is packed at your service.  People

cam
e, and cam

e, and cam
e.   N

ear the alter w
as a floral

display and his picture. The N
orth W

ebster Am
erican

Legion m
em

bers cam
e forw

ard one at a tim
e dow

n the
center aisle of the church and saluted.  H

is grandchildren
w

ere his pride and joy.  O
ne played a piece on the piano

to begin the service.  O
ne, a student at his alm

a m
ater,

Purdue, spoke about her grandpa.  And then one of his
three sons spoke.  It w

as hard but his dad w
ould have

been proud.  You know
, he looks just like John.

W
e w

ent to m
y folk’s house for a fam

ily dinner.  It’s
too bad but w

e don’t get together m
uch anym

ore except
for w

eddings or funerals.  M
y goodness m

y cousins have
gotten old looking.  I’m

 so glad that hasn’t happened to
m

e.It w
as a w

arm
 sunny day.  At about 3

:0
0

 G
ail and her

sons and som
e of the cousins fired up tw

o speed boats.
G

ail had John’s urn.  She took him
 for his last spin

around Syracuse Lake.  The rest of us sat on shore and
w

atched.  I feel like those m
om

ents w
ill be som

ething I
w

ill alw
ays rem

em
ber.  I’m

 not going to tell you w
hat they

did w
ith his ashes because I don’t think it’s legal.  U

se
your im

agination.  Then one of his sons put on slalom
 ski

and took a lap for his dad.  It w
as beautiful.  H

e cut
through the w

ake like a pro.  The spray behind him
flashed like diam

onds in the sun.  Som
e folks m

ight not
get it.  B

ut I think that is about as good as it gets.
U

ntil next tim
e. . . live each day on the lake as if it is

your last. 

U
ncle John

from
 page 8

U
ncle John

W
eir U

pdate
- by

D
ave Foutz

T
rying to find som

eone w
ho w

ill assum
e responsibility

for construction of the Lilly Creek w
eir in a political

abyss m
urkier than the bottom

 of Sim
onton Lake

has eluded residents since 19
9

2
.  H

ow
ever, Sim

onton
Lake Area H

om
e O

w
ners Association m

em
bers have been

very active on m
any fronts attem

pting to affect a positive
resolution and m

ove forw
ard tow

ard construction of the
w

eir.  Conversations w
ith County Com

m
issioners and

State R
epresentatives m

ake it  apparent that SLAH
A

m
em

bers have been w
riting elected officials and advocat-

ing the construction of the long over due project.  This
kind of action is vitally im

portant and m
ay need to be

begun again before actual construction begins.  
Currently, the council for the Indiana D

epartm
ent of

N
atural R

esources has asked for and been given a con-
tinuance from

 the previous court date of O
ctober 17. The

new
 court date is scheduled for Friday, N

ovem
ber 21, at

3
:3

0
 P.M

. in Superior Court 3
, at the courthouse in

G
oshen.  It is difficult to know

 how
 this w

ill im
pact the sit-

uation, but by m
oving the hearing to after the election

could reduce som
e previous political leverage.  The rea-

son for the hearing is to close the case and free the state
from

 further action in the m
atter.  

O
n M

onday, O
ctober 13

, B
ob M

eyers, D
ick R

hodes,
D

ave Foutz and Vaughn N
ickell attended a political func-

tion w
here they had access to State R

epresentatives
W

illiam
 Friend and Tim

 N
eese.  From

 those conversations
it becam

e apparent that R
epresentative N

eese w
as the

m
ost concerned regarding the plight of lake residents. 

See WW
eir/pg. 18
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Fall Photo Contest
R

ecipes on the Lake
Lake Alerts. 

1
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2
.

3
.

4
.

5
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6
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7
.

8
.

Area R
epresentatives

-your delegates for neighborhood concerns

Com
m

ittees

W
h

o IS B
u

geye?
- by

Carole Foutz

O
nly if you just m

oved to Sim
onton Lake or m

oved
aw

ay before 19
2

5
 w

ould you not know
 the nam

e of
our local lake inhabitant, B

ugeye.  Like so m
any

things, w
e know

 the nam
e but little m

ore.  So, w
ho or

w
hat is a B

ugeye?  W
hen w

e m
oved to the lake in 19

9
9

,
it w

asn’t long before w
e w

ere asking the sam
e question.

You see, B
ugeye is a legend on Sim

onton Lake.  After 10
years, it becam

e clear that it w
as tim

e to search out
B

ugeye and m
eet him

. 
As the w

riter of the section for “Sim
onton Says” that

chronicles the history of the lake and its m
ost interesting

people, I decided that B
ugeye should be one of m

y first
residents to interview

.   So I picked up the telephone and
called M

r. H
arry H

ostetter, AK
A B

ugeye, to schedule an
interview

. W
hen H

arry answ
ered and I explained that I

w
anted to interview

 som
e of the “real old tim

ers” on
Sim

onton for the paper, B
ugeye instantly replied that he

had only lived here since 19
2

5
, and I should first talk

w
ith Johnny Prugh since he had lived on the lake since he

w
as born som

e 9
0

 plus years ago!  “Aw
esom

e,” I replied.
“H

e can be the subject of m
y next article and interview

.”
O

f course, m
ost of us are m

ost curious as to the
source of the unique nicknam

e “B
ugeye”.  B

ugeye related
that his given nam

e is H
arry and w

as nam
ed after his

father.  H
e w

orked along-side his father and brother at
the C.G

. Conn m
usical instrum

ent factory follow
ing the

w
ar.  The “boys” in the fam

ily w
ere planning a fishing

expedition up north the follow
ing w

eekend and decided
they m

ight need a little liquid refreshm
ent to prevent frost

bite.  In 194
6

, beer w
as still being rationed and there

w
as a tw

o case lim
it.  B

ut H
arry, being a resourceful

young m
an m

ade a beer run to Toledo, O
hio, the hom

e of
“B

uckeye B
eer,” w

here he w
as able to secure a m

ore rea-
sonable fourteen cases.  At that point his father began to
call him

 “B
uckeye.” After tim

e, the younger H
arry finally

pointed out to his father that he w
asn’t from

 O
hio and he

w
asn’t a B

uckeye! H
arry Sr. quickly responded, “O

k, then
w

e’ll call you B
ugeye”.  And now

, nearly sixty years later,
H

arry is still B
ugeye!

B
ugeye w

as raised on the corner of Cassopolis and
B

ell Streets.  G
row

ing up he becam
e quite fam

iliar w
ith

the Sim
onton Lake and Christiana Creek area. In 194

2
,

B
ugeye w

as called to action in W
orld W

ar II.  H
e served in

the artillery in the U
S Arm

y, fought in the B
attle of the

B
ulge, and w

as aw
arded five B

ronze Stars for distin-
guished service.  Follow

ing the end of the w
ar he

returned to Elkhart, w
here he w

as m
arried. H

arry and his
new

 bride m
oved back to Sim

onton Lake w
here they

bought a sm
all hom

e on N
orth Shore D

rive.  O
ver the

years, as savings w
ould allow

, the house w
as repeatedly

rem
odeled, added on to until it becam

e the house he
lives in today.

O
ver the years, B

ugeye has seen the lake change
from

 a quiet, country retreat to an extrem
ely busy lake.

H
e recalls how

 clear the lake used to be and he suspects
that m

any of its natural springs are now
 covered and

clogged w
ith silt from

 the increased m
otor boat traffic.

H
e has fished this lake the better part of 7

0
 years, and

recalls endless fish stories from
 the past.  B

ugeye is one
of the founding m

em
bers of the Sportsm

en’s Club of
Sim

onton Lake.
So, w

ho IS B
ugeye?  H

arry H
ostetter is a true legend

on Sim
onton Lake, a m

ilitary m
edal w

inner, an outstand-
ing fisherm

an, a friend to countless m
any in our neigh-

borhood, an organizer, and just a “real guy” w
ho enjoys

life. 

S
I

M
O

N
T

O
N

 C
H

R
O

N
I

C
L

E
S

w
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org

N
ext issu

e - Febru
ary 1

st
In the m

eantim
e, get the new

s at: 
w

w
w

.sim
ontonlake.org 
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The European nam
e "The G

reat N
orthern D

iver"
com

es from
 the bird’s behavior of sw

im
m

ing along calm
ly

and then abruptly plunging into the w
ater’s depth to

catch a fish.  W
e as N

orth Am
ericans call the G

avia
Im

m
er "Loon" due to it's haunting yodeling cry.  The eerie

yodel of the Com
m

on Loon is the sym
bol of the w

ild
north.  It is difficult to tell the sexes of these birds w

ith
exception to the m

ale being larger.  The conservation sta-
tus of the Loon is on the rebound.  D

iscovery of m
ercury

poisoning in aquatic ecosystem
s and lead poisoning from

fishing sinkers can be the significant cause of death in
our beautiful Loon.

Little is know
n about the loon’s m

igration, w
intering

habits and its m
olt sequence. Like its song and appear-

ance, it’s a very m
ysterious bird.  The Com

m
on Loon is

surrounded by an aura of m
yth and m

agic.  There are
m

any N
ative Am

erican tales about the loon.  Chippew
a

stories believe the loon is a m
essenger from

 G
looscap, a

tribal hero.  They believe the loon created the w
orld.  M

y

uncle, Jonathon Shinos, a Chippew
a living w

ith the Sioux
tribe in Sioux Saint M

arie, believes that w
hen a loon is

heard, “your life is going to change.” 
From

 an interview
 w

ith Vic R
iem

enschneider, B
ird

R
ecorder, South B

end-Elkhart Audubon Society:  “K
en

B
rock's book on the Birds of the Indiana D

unes
show

s
the peak tim

es for loon sightings are late O
ctober and the

m
onth of N

ovem
ber w

ith a few
 extending into D

ecem
ber.

Spring sightings occur less frequently in late M
arch and

April. I checked our South B
end-Elkhart Audubon data-

base and the sightings there correspond to the dates
show

n in B
rock. O

ur sightings seem
 to be about equally

divided betw
een spring and fall. Late M

arch and April are
the m

ost com
m

on spring dates and N
ovem

ber is the
m

ost com
m

on fall m
onth.” 

Sources:
w

w
w

.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutB
irds/B

irdG
uide/Com

m
on

_Loon.htm
l

bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/313
/articles/introduc-

tion
w

ikipedia.org/w
iki/Loon

Loons
from

 page 2

These funds are available through the Lake and R
iver

Enhancem
ent Project.  J.F. N

ew
 and Associates are at the

helm
 applying for these grants and are fam

iliar w
ith w

hat
m

onies are available, the deadline for application and
w

here to file the paperw
ork.  This is part of their service.

Part of the charges can be w
orked off by anyone w

ho has
a love of w

ildlife and our lake by learning to take w
ater

sam
ples of the lake.  The diagnostic com

pany has agreed
to train individuals to perform

 w
ater readings of Sim

onton
Lake.  If you are interested please call the Lake
Environm

ent Com
m

ittee at 574
-9

0
3

-6
7

91.
O

ur lake and w
ater, aquatic and w

ildlife are the key-
stone of our neighborhoods, hom

e values and our enjoy-
m

ent.  W
e have to protect it in order to keep it and help it

evolve.  Can it be better?  …
only if w

e do som
ething now

.
The D

epartm
ent of N

atural R
esources 2

0
07

 Fisheries
report by R

odney Edgstall, states Sim
onton Lake’s status

on all fronts has not changed from
 2

0
0

5
.  Prior to 2

0
0

5
there w

as an alarm
ing drop in fish populations and the

overall health of our lake.
The current state of our nation's energy and natural

resource crisis should influence your consideration about
the validity and urgency of this study and our recycling
initiative.  It is an investm

ent w
hich deserves proper con-

sideration by all w
hether you live on the shoreline or sur-

rounding area.  RR
EAD

 EN
TIR

E R
EPO

R
T

on our w
ebsite:  

w
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org

Com
m

ittees
from

 page 6
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N
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0
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V
eteran

s D
ay Service at

M
em

orial H
igh

 Sch
ool

- by D
ave Foutz

M
em

orial H
igh School is pleased to invite area m

ili-
tary service veterans to the second annual
Veterans D

ay observance.  D
elighted w

ith the
positive response from

 last year’s program
, the M

em
orial

H
igh School staff is looking forw

ard to once again recog-
nizing the m

ilitary service of veterans from
 the local com

-
m

unity on Tuesday, N
ovem

ber 11, 2
0

0
8

.
G

uests are invited to visit the H
ospitality Suite just off

the front entrance lobby from
 9

:4
5

 until 10
:15

 A.M
.

Parking w
ill be available in the front parking lot facing the

school building.  G
uests should check in at the m

ain
office and w

ill be directed to the H
ospitality Suite.

Veterans w
ill be escorted to the Auditorium

 at 10
:15

 and
the program

 w
ill conclude w

ith a M
om

ent of Silence at
11

:11
 A.M

.
In order to have sufficient refreshm

ents at the
H

ospitality Suite, it is requested that you please notify
Peggy Presser, EM

H
S staff m

em
ber w

ith your attendance
plans at 574

.2
6

2
.5

8
4

2
 or em

ail
ppresser@

elkhart.k1
2

.in.us 

Let us rem
em

ber the sacrifice of our lake area veterans
on Veteran’s D

ay, N
ovem

ber 1
1

th, 2
0

0
8

.
W

e w
ould like

to m
ake a list of our lake area veterans.  Please contact

us by m
ail or em

ail - sim
on@

sim
ontonlake.org 

Skiin
g H

appen
in

gs... even
 on

C
h

ristm
as??

- by M
aria H

opm
an

I
have been skiing for alm

ost 5
0

 years, having been
taught by m

y brother Paul on the St. Joseph R
iver

behind his 4
0

 horsepow
er Evinrude.  The last 3

0
 years

have been on our lake w
ith m

y skiing buddy, Theresa
M

aier. O
ur group w

axed and w
aned over the years. B

rad
and D

eb Pletcher stayed w
ith us until they turned 4

0
w

hen they hung up their ski ropes and skis. Anne
H

arbaugh also joined our group for a num
ber of years.

M
ost of our initial group is retired, but a few

 years ago
D

eb W
eaver joined Theresa and I. W

e are all now
 5

decades plus in age. 
I w

ish w
e had kept count of all the people that w

e
taught to w

ater ski! It is a lot. The oldest skier w
e ever

pulled w
as Andy Libertone at 6

9
! 

This sum
m

er I have been taking a few
 cuts w

ith
Erin and R

yan H
arding. They are very good skiers.

Theresa and I have about done it all –
 w

e have
skied the big lake, the little lake, behind the w

ave
runner, skied five people at one tim

e; w
e even skied

through the m
ain channel at 6

 a.m
. thanks to our

boat driver! (I don’t recom
m

end this, it’s against the
law

). B
ut nothing w

e’ve done com
pares to w

hat
happened on Christm

as D
ay, 2

6
 years ago.  O

n that
day four people, D

ave O
bendorf, R

yan M
atherly,

John B
all and Jeff K

asam
is decided to go skiing!

R
yan had received a new

 E.P. Com
petition Ski for

Christm
as from

 his w
ife Am

y and could not w
ait to

try it out! H
e told D

ave if he w
ould get his boat out

of storage (a red tri-hull Aero G
lass Cheeta, that w

as
stored at John B

all’s H
ouse) he w

ould pay for re-w
interiz-

ing it. The lake had frozen and thaw
ed that year w

ith tem
-

peratures in the 6
0

’s or 7
0

’s.  D
ave had surgery and w

as
not supposed to ski yet. So w

ithout a w
et suit, he fell into

the w
ater, and rem

em
bers thinking the boat had better

get back quickly!  H
e could not feel his hands grabbing

the ladder.  W
hen asked if he w

ould do it again he replied
“no”! D

ave said he w
as younger then and had a fun tim

e.
As an afterthought, he thought he m

ight, if he w
as physi-

cally able.
R

yan rem
em

bers being on call that Christm
as D

ay, so
he had to stay hom

e w
hile Am

y w
ent to Syracuse to be

w
ith fam

ily.  She m
issed the great event!  W

ith not m
uch

to do he decided to try out his new
 ski! H

e thinks a w
et

suit w
as passed around. They started in front of Chet

M
atherly’s house on Lake D

rive and used the one foot in
the w

ater, one foot in the ski hopping m
ethod. Tw

o of the
four w

ho w
ent, fell into the w

ater. B
r-r-r! Asked if he w

ould
do it again R

yan said “no”, but he w
ould pull his kids if

they w
anted to go. 

R
yan M

atherly, D
ave O

bendorf, John B
all &

 Jeff K
asam

is
Christm

as D
ay 19

8
2

  -P
h
o
to

 p
ro

v
id

e
d
 b

y
 A

m
y
 M

a
th

e
rly

w
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org

R
eports from

 each of the four com
m

ittees can be
found on page 6

. R
ead about the Lake Environm

ent
Com

m
ittee discussion of a w

atershed diagnostic study
and an aquatic plant m

anagem
ent plan being consid-

ered.

Please visit the w
ebsite to read the M

eeting N
otes in

their entirety.
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R
EAL ESTATE

B
eautiful lake view

s, totally rem
odeled 194

0
's cozy

cottage w
ith easem

ent access. Tw
o large bedroom

s
w

ith large closets, den, eat-in kitchen w
ith pantry and

D
utch M

ill cabinetry, laundry room
 w

ith lots of stor-
age, new

 floors, new
 bath, new

 furnace, new
 w

ater
heater, new

 siding, new
 w

iring, new
 plum

bing, new
insulation, attached garage, basem

ent, new
 appli-

ances, tw
o decks, and spacious lot. Lake living for

only $
16

5
,0

0
0

. 5
0

9
3

5
 N

orth Shore D
r. 574

-9
0

3
-

19
2

2
.

C
L

A
S

S
I

F
I

E
D

 A
D

S
To place a classified ad, em

ail: ads@
sim

ontonlake.org. Classified ads are ffree for paid m
em

bers of the association. N
on-m

em
bers

pay $
5

. Ads w
ill have to be resubm

itted for additional issues. Ads are lim
ited to 100 characters. N

o com
m

ercial business ads w
ill

be accepted to protect our sponsors w
ho are supporting this new

sletter.  D
eadline: 2

0
th of m

onth prior to publishing date.

Fall P
h

oto C
on

test
Check the w

ebsite for inform
ation about our 

Fall Photo Contest.  ww
w

w
.sim

ontonlake.org 

Sim
on

ton
 Lake

T-Sh
irts for

Sale - $
1

0
ALL SIZES

Contact Sue W
ard, 5

0
9

5
9

Tw
ilight D

rive
574

-2
0

6
-0

4
5

0

In regard to the project, R
epresentative N

eese said the follow
ing: “The im

portance and success of the w
eir project w

ill
be beneficial to residents of Sim

onton Lake in addition to a w
ide range of individuals.  I pledge m

y full support on
behalf of its com

pletion.”  R
epresentative N

eese has had num
erous conversations w

ith county officials, D
eputy

Attorney G
eneral Sierra Cutts, and Sim

onton Lake Area H
om

eow
ners’ Association m

em
bers.

O
n Septem

ber 1
2

, Vaughn N
ickell, B

ob Evans, and D
ave Foutz m

et w
ith county officials, including County

Com
m

issioner, M
ike Yoder, County Surveyor, B

lake D
oriot, and County Attorney, G

ordon Lord.  At that m
eeting county

officials recognized the value of the w
eir to the lake, the surrounding environm

ent, and the general com
m

unity.
County officials agreed to cooperate w

ith lake and com
m

unity resident in im
plem

enting a strategy that contained a
num

ber of fall back positions, that w
ould result in com

pletion of the w
eir in the m

ost expedient and cost effective
m

anner. 
R

esidents should pay close attention to the SLAH
A w

eb site for w
eir updates and directions as to how

 they m
ight

be able to join in som
e type of collective action directed tow

ard m
oving this project tow

ard com
pletion.  Thank you to

all of you w
ho have been involved up to this point.   

W
eir

from
 page 13

N
ext issu
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w
w
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ontonlake.org 
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6
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m
sn.com

John R
ose - Vice President
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3

2
 Forest R

oad
Elkhart, IN

  4
6

514
574

-3
3

3
-24

3
3

johnrose11
@

com
cast.net

Connie Anderson - Secretary
51191

 M
aplew

ood D
rive

Elkhart, IN
  4

6
514

574
-2

6
2

-10
4

5
canderson@

churchw
orldservice.org

Erin H
arding - Treasurer

2
5

8
2

8
 N

orth Shore D
rive

Elkhart, IN
  4

6
514

Cell: 31
2

-771
-6

3
97

eharding@
nd.edu

B
ill Leighton - B

ig Lake D
irector -

N
orth

5113
4

 N
orth Shore D

rive
Elkhart, IN

  4
6

514
574

-3
61

-8
514

w
bleighton@

yahoo.com

Carole Foutz - B
ig Lake D

irector -
South
2

610
9

 Lake D
rive

Elkhart, IN
  4

6
514

574
-2

6
2

-3
9

0
8

clfoutz@
aol.com

Jack Tucker - Little Lake/Channel
D

irector
51110

 Sail B
ay Court

Elkhart, IN
  4

6
514

574
-2

6
2

-13
3

5
frenchic@

aol.com
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rea H
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n
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ssociation

, In
c.

P
.O

. B
ox 1

7
0

6
Elkh

art, IN
. 4

6
5

1
5

-1
7

0
6

w
w

w
.sim

on
ton

lake.org
in

fo@
sim

on
ton

lake.org

W
ou

ld you
 like to 

con
tribu

te in
form

ation
, pictu

res, or
stories to "Sim

on
ton

 Says...?"

Em
ail to: info@

sim
ontonlake.org 

or m
ail to:

Sim
onton Says... N

ew
sletter

Sim
onton Lake Area H

om
eow

ners’
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 1706
Elkhart, IN

. 46515-1706

A
ssociation

 B
oard M

em
bers

Sim
on

ton
 Lake

Even
ts

Ice G
olf Tournam

ent- 
January 17

th, 2
0

0
9

 (held at
Lakeshore B

ar &
 G

rill)

C
om

m
u

n
ity

C
on

tacts

Sim
onton Lake Conservancy

(574
) 2

0
6

-8
4

8
5

D
N

RM
ain office: (317

)2
3

2
-416

0
 

or toll free 1
-877

-9
2

8
-37

5
5

Fax: (317
)2

3
3

-4
57

9

Sheriff Elkhart County
(574

) 5
3

3
-4151

Association contact person: 
Cpl. Casey Lehm

an
G

eneral inform
ation or 

questions, Em
ail: 

clehm
an@

elkhartcountysheriff.com
Phone: (574

) 5
3

5
-6

5
5

3

O
solo Tow

nship Fire D
ept.

(574
) 2

6
4

-10
6

6

Law
 Enforcem

ent D
istrict

(574
) 4

57
-8

0
9

2

The new
sletter is published 6 tim

es per year - Feb, M
ay, Jun,

Jul, Aug, &
 N

ov. For advertising inform
ation, call: D

ick R
hodes - 574-

370-7884 or Bob M
eyers - 574-361-4445 or em

ail: ads@
sim

onton-
lake.org

IN
 TH

E N
EXT ISSU

E: w
hich w

ill com
e out February

1st (until then, check the w
ebsite for current new

s)

~
 Snow

m
obiling &

 Ice Fishing on the lake...
~

 G
etting ready for spring... brush up on

Boating rules

The MM
ISSION

of the Sim
onton Lake Area H

om
eow

ner's Association is
to foster the safety and quality of life in our neighborhood. W

e strive
to protect the value of our hom

es, the w
ildlife and the environm

ent
surrounding our lake, support local and state law

 enforcem
ent for the

safety of our fam
ilies and lake visitors, and encourage active involve-

m
ent in the northern Elkhart area grow

th and developm
ent.

N
ew

sletter Staff:
Carole Foutz, D

ave Foutz, Sandy H
oefer,

Janet Kelsey, Lisa Kim
e, D

iane M
arlow

, 
Am

y M
atherly, Theresa M

aier, Bob M
eyers, 

D
ick R

hodes, Kay R
hodes


